


United States Department of the Interior  

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 
 

Clarksville Township Carnegie Library  Merrick County, Nebraska 
Name of Property County and State 

2 

 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions.)  Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions.) 

EDUCATION: library  EDUCATION: library 

SOCIAL: meeting hall   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonial Revival 

 

 

 

 

Materials (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property:  Façade: Brick; Roof: Clay Tile; Foundation: Brick. 

5.  Classification 

 Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)  Category of Property (Check only one box) 

 []  Private  [X] Building(s) 

 [X] Public-local  []  District  

 []  Public-state  []  Site 

 []  Public-federal  []  Structure 

  []  Object 

Number of Resources within Property (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

 Contributing  Noncontributing  

 1   Buildings 

    Sites 

    Structures 

    Objects 

 1  0 Total  

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register N/A 
 

6. Function or Use 
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Description 
 

Summary Paragraph (Briefly describe the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of 

construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.) 

 
The Clarksville Township Carnegie Library sits at the northern eƴŘ ƻŦ /ƭŀǊƪǎΩ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŀǊŜŀΦ Containing a few 
Colonial Revival elements, the library has minimal architectural ornamentation. Facing southeast, it is one story over a 
raised basement, with a small shed addition on the west façade. The red brick building retains its original red clay tile roof 
and sits on a stone foundation. The building is surrounded by a small yard, light landscaping, and mature trees. The interior 
of the building contains a reference and librarian area immediately upon entering the main floor with a large reading room 
dominating the space; the basement retains its large lecture room. The library has received a number of minor alterations 
over the years, but largely retains a high level of integrity. 
 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable.) 

 
Setting 
The Village of Clarks is located in Merrick County in eastern Nebraska, sixty-five miles from the capital city of Lincoln. 
Situated at the western corner of Amity and Green streets, the library site was and continues to be located at a primary 
intersection of Clarks at the northern end of the downtown commercial district. 1 ¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ Ŝast are 
ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ /ƭŀǊƪǎΩ ŘƻǿƴǘƻǿƴΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǎǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎΦ Green and 
Amity streets still retain their historic brick paving with sidewalks running along edges of the block a narrow strip of grass 
ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻΣ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳŀǘǳǊŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ Ŝŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎΦ The building is 
approached by a sidewalk off of Amity Street running north to the main entrance; a secondary sidewalk connects the Green 
Street sidewalk to the main approach from the east. The library is surrounded by a small yard, raised roughly two feet 
above the sidewalk with a small retaining wall boarding the yard. A flagpole, ground-level sign, and sitting bench are 
ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿƴΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ Ŏƻrner. Small shrubs adorn the south façade of the building while a barrier of evergreens 
ƭƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΩǎ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘΦ 
 
Exterior 
The library is a one-story over raised basement building constructed of red brick. The library is topped with a hipped roof 
covered with red clay tile. Common feature throughout the entire exterior include a limestone stringcourse separating the 
raised basement from the main floor. The limestone stringcourse is unbroken, wrapping the sides and tops of the 
basement windows rather than being simply stopping and starting again at each opening. Below this band the brick is 
brown, as opposed to the red brick of the majority of the building exterior.  Other features include red brick quoining at 
each corner, bracketed eaves with vinyl soffits, original wood windows with aluminum exterior storms applied, and 
limestone window sills. A brick chimney protrudes through the roof near the northeast corner.  
 
The primary façade faces south with a series of concrete steps flanked by brick knee walls topped with limestone leading to 
the primary entrance located at the east end of the façade. The primary entrance is surrounded by a limestone pilaster and 
ŜƴǘŀōƭŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ άt¦.[L/ [L.w!w¸έ within the frieze topped with a protruding cornice. The original wood, 
double doors with large glass inserts were removed c1990 for a single aluminum door with a sidelight. To the west of the 
door at the main level, and centered on the façade, is a pair of standard sized one-over-one double-hung windows sharing a 
common limestone sill. To the west of the paired window is a single window of the same size and design. At the basement 
level the window pattern is repeated ς paired in the center and single toward the west ς though the windows at this level 
are smaller than those above. 
 

                                                                    
1 The streets of Clarks run in a northwest-southeast and southwest-northeast direction. As such, the building is square 
to the street, technically facing southeast. For ease and clarity of describing the resource, the southeast side will be 
ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÁÓ ȬÓÏÕÔÈȭ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÆÁëÁÄÅ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÄÊÕÓÔÅÄ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇÌÙȢ 
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The west façade has five small, single-lite windows within the upper-third of the main floor façade. The windows are over a 
continuous limestone sill and are each separated by a single-brick width. There is one window opening on this façade 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƻōǎŎǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ I±!/ ǳƴƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀœŀŘŜ ƛǎ 
obscured by a small shed addition, one-story in height. This addition appears between 1980 and 1992 based on available 
photographs.2 The small, pent roof addition is clad in red plank siding with a pair of windows and a door on the south 
façade. The addition covers an exterior entrance to the southwest corner of the basement. 
 

 
Figure 1: 1980 image of the Clarksville Township Carnegie Library. (NeSHPO site files). 

 
Fronting Green Street, the east façade contains three small, single-lite windows within the upper-third of the façade. 
Within the southern half of the façade there is a single window; the northern half contains two windows under a common 
limestone sill, yet have a row of brick separating the openings. At the basement level, three small one-over-one windows 
are present. Though one is contained in the south half and two in the north, they are not in-line with the windows above, 
and there is a wide gap separating the northern windows, each with their own sill. These windows are smaller than the 
basement openings on the other three façades, not large enough to intersect the limestone band that runs uninterrupted 
along the length of the façade. 
 
The north façade contains four small windows within the upper-third of the main floor façade. Identical in size and design 
as those on the east façade, there is one in the eastern-third, two in the middle-third, and one in the western-third. The 
two in the middle-third are separated by one brick width yet share a common limestone sill. At the basement level, the coal 
chute and a small window are present within the eastern-third below the limestone band. The center and western-thirds 
contain a window configuration identical to that on the primary façade with pair of windows in the center and a single 
window in the western-third.  
 
Interior (for floor plan, see Additional Documentation, Figure 2) 
The entrance on the south (main) façade enters to a foyer which retains its original hexagon-tile flooring. Directly ahead is a 
half-flight of stairs to the main floor. To the right is an opening that leads to the basement stairs. While the ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎΩǎ 
historic floor covering remains, the first floor stairs have been covered in laminate, beneath which are the stairs of white 
oak treads and red oak risers.3 Upon reaching a landing the original red oak doors with detailed full-lite windows. 
 

                                                                    
2 Image MK04-002_PublicSubmission_198005_01 and Image MK04-002_9204-027-05, Nebraska State Historic 

Preservation Office, site files, Lincoln, NE. 
3 'ÒÁÂÅ Ǫ (ÅÌÌÅÂÅÒÇ !ÒÃÈÉÔÅÃÔÓȟ Ȱ3ÐÅÃÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ "ÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÁÔ #ÌÁÒËÓȟ .ÅÂÒȢȱ *ÏÂ .ÏȢ ΩΡȟ ɉ#ÏÌÕÍÂÕÓȟ .%ȡ 

January 18, 1918), p13. 
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Immediately to the east of the entry doors is a solid oak door fronting a storage closet. Opposite these doors is the 
ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴΩǎ ŘŜǎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜΣ ƻǇŜƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΦ The east, north, and west walls are 
lined with bookshelves of white pine that extend to roughly six feet in height, ending just below the wood trim of the 
smaller window openings. From the interior the yellow pine frame and white pine sashes of the original windows are 
clearly ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳΩǎ historic appearance and feeling. All interior wood has been stained to match. The 
open reading room is intersected with various bookcases for the increased inventory since 1919, with two original reading 
ǘŀōƭŜǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊΩǎ ǎouthwest corner six public computers are position on two tables. The interior 
walls retain their plaster covering, but over time there has been a ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƭǘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŦƭƻƻǊΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊΦ 
Carpeting now covers the original yellow pine floors, a drop ceiling hangs just inches over the window frames, and 
florescent lighting and fans have been installed from the ceiling. 
 
A half-flight of brick stairs leads north from the main foyer to the basement, before turning west at a landing four steps 
from the basement floor. The small hallway at the base of the stairs contains three doors, each two-third solid wood with a 
frosted single-lite window in the upper-ǘƘƛǊŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƛǊǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
restroom and today serves at the only operable restroom in the buildingΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǊŜǎǘǊƻƻƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƛǊǎ 
along the east wall and today is used for storage. Iƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƛǎ the mechanical and boiler room. The 
ƭŀǊƎŜ Ψ[ŜŎǘǳǊŜ wƻƻƳΩ ǊŜǘains its large, open design consuming roughly two-ǘƘƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘΦ ²indows 
offer natural lighting and ventilation from the south, westΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǊǘƘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ 
southwest corner.  With the exception of the undated alterations of ceiling tiles, lighting, and fans ς likely all within the 
Period of Significance of 1919 to 1971 ς the basement otherwise reflects its historic appearance. 
 
The Clarksville Township Carnegie Library retains sufficient integrity to convey its historic significance to the community. On 
the exterior, the small wood-framed addition to the southwestern corner does not disrupt the overall design of the 
building.  Interior alterations such as the drop ceiling, floor covering, and modern lighting diminish the aspects of Materials, 
Design, and Materials, rendering the property not eligible under Criterion C: Architecture, but do not detract from the 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΩǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ /ǊƛǘŜǊƛƻƴ !Υ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
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8.  Statement of Significance 

 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
όaŀǊƪ ά·έ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ōƻȄŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
property for National Register listing.) 
 

X A Property is associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of our history.   

 B Property is associated with the lives of 
persons significant in our past.   

 C Property embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction or represents the 
work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction. 

 

 

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield 
information important in prehistory or 
history.   

 

Criteria Considerations 
όaŀǊƪ ά·έ ƛƴ ŀll the boxes that apply.) 
 

Property is: 

 A Owned by a religious institution or used 
for religious purposes.   

 B Removed from its original location. 

 C A birthplace or a grave. 

 D A cemetery. 

 E 
A reconstructed building, object, or 
structure. 

 F A commemorative property. 

 G Less than 50 years of age or achieved 
significance within the past 50 years.   

 
 

 
Areas of Significance  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Period of Significance 

1919-1971 

 

 
 

Significant Dates 

N/A 

 

 

Significant Person  
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above.) 

N/A 

 
 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

 

 
 

Architect/Builder 

Grabe & Helleberg (architect) 

J.F. Johnson (builder) 

 
 

 
 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, 

applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
The Clarksville Township Carnegie Library is significant at the Local level under Criterion A: Education, as a source of 
education for the people of the Village of Clarks and Clarksville Township. The library was constructed and opened in 1919, 
beginning the Period of Significance and extends to 1971, fifty-years prior to the preparation of the National Register 
nomination as the Library continues to serve the educational needs of the community. 
 



United States Department of the Interior  

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 
 

Clarksville Township Carnegie Library  Merrick County, Nebraska 
Name of Property County and State 

7 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)   

 
The specific ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ aŜǊǊƛŎƪ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ Ŝarly library efforts centered on improving the area schoolsΩ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
mission rather than leisure reading. As early as 1899 events were held for county schools so, άThat the growing generation 
shall have the best of reading to influence their future livŜǎΦέ4 The focus on a school library was similar in Clarks where the 
school and town shared a singular library, and by early 1901 it had a άƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴέ of over 500 volumes with a 
demand for grade books as high as any in the state.5 In addition to the standard school funding, a specific levy was set aside 
for the maintenance of the library, similar to what would be required to secure a later grant from Andrew Carnegie for a 
separate library building for the community.6 As the library grew, so too did the variety with topics ranging from fiction to 
scientific works to poetry and history, with encouragement from The Clarks Enterprise ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜ άȅƻǳ 
ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜΦέ7 
 
By 1915, the fiction books becaƳŜ ǘƻƻ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘs to the point of distracting them from their 
studies. Discussions began on the appropriateness of moving the library out of the school to downtown Clarks, should a 
suitable building be procured.8 Despite growing to 1,500 volumes, there were questions if the people of Clarks, 
άAppreciated the wonderful opportunity they have to rub shoulders with the immortals. We wondered if they knew that 
they could without money and without price read the best in history and fictionΣ ƛƴ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƻŜǘǊȅΦέ9 Perhaps a 
downtown location would draw more than the school students to the library. To that end, George Beardsley wrote to 
/ŀǊƴŜƎƛŜΩǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ WŀƳŜǎ .ŜǊǘǊŀƳΣ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфмс, requesting funds for a library building for the community of 
Clarks.10 ²ƛǘƘ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƨǳǎǘ срл ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ .ŜǊǘǊŀƳ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƛǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ŦŜŀǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ /ƭŀǊƪǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
application.11 
 
While adults in the community discussed the topic, so too did the Clarks High School freshmen debate team.12 While the 
results of the debate were not made public, two weeks later, άThe electors of the Clarksville Township passed a resolution 
iƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ōƻŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƭŜǾȅ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ Ƴƛƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳǇƪŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦέ ¢ƘŜ 
newly created Library Board planned to request άǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ ƻŦ ϷмлΣлллέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊƴŜƎƛŜ 
commission, secure a centrally located site, and make it the headquarters for the township.13 
 
In May 1917 the Library Board received word from Carnegie that a grant of $7,500 was approved for the new building and 
that a site was to be secured and plans submitted for review.14 With a number of lots offered at reasonable prices, the 
[ƛōǊŀǊȅ .ƻŀǊŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ϷмΣрлл ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hŘŘ CŜƭƭƻǿǎ IŀƭƭΣ άǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜǎƛǊŀōƭŜ 
ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ15 The Odd Fellows initially sought $2,000 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǘ ōǳǘ άƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǊǊŀȅ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 

                                                                    
4 Ȱ,ÏÃÁÌ -ÅÎÔÉÏÎÓȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), November 17, 1899. 
5 (Untitled) , The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), March 1, 1901. 
6 Ȱ.Å×Ó ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 7ÅÅËȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), July 4, 1904. 
7 Ȱ,ÏÃÁÌ #ÌÁÔÔÅÒȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), October 30, 1914. 
8 Ȱ3ÃÈÏÏÌ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ 7ÁÓ (ÅÌÄ -ÏÎÄÁÙȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), June 18, 1915. 
9 ȰDo We Appreciate the School Libraryȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), October 1, 1915. 
10 George Beardsley to James Bertram, letter, September 25, 1916, as ÔÒÁÎÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÉÎ Ȱ! #ÏÏËȭÓ "ÏÏËȡ ! #ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 
2ÅÃÉÐÅÓ ÂÙ #ÌÁÒËÓ &ÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȟȱ ɉ+ÅÁÒÎÅÙȟ .%ȡ -ÏÒÒÉÓ 0ÒÅÓÓ #ÏÏËÂÏÏËÓȟ ΤΡΡΤɊȟ ÎÐȢ 

11 James Bertram to George Beardsley, letter, September 28ȟ ΣΫΣΨȟ ÁÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÉÎ Ȱ! #ÏÏËȭÓ "ÏÏËȡ ! #ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ of 
2ÅÃÉÐÅÓ ÂÙ #ÌÁÒËÓ &ÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȟȱ ɉ+ÅÁÒÎÅÙȟ .%ȡ -ÏÒÒÉÓ 0ÒÅÓÓ #ÏÏËÂÏÏËÓȟ ΤΡΡΤɊȟ ÎÐȢ 

12 Ȱ3ÃÈÏÏÌ Notesȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), February 23, 1917. 
13 ȰClarksville Township Takes Important Stepȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), March 9, 1917. 
14 ȰLibrary Board Gets Answer to Requestȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), May 18, 1917. 
15 Ȱ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ "ÏÁÒÄ 'ÅÔÓ !ÎÓ×ÅÒ ÔÏ 2ÅÑÕÅÓÔȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), May 18, 1917. Ȱ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ "ÏÁÒÄ Seeks Odd 

Fellows Corner,ȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), May 25, 1917. 
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ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛǾŜΣέ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ Ϸрлл ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ϷмΣрллΦ16 Later visitors to Clarks would comment as to 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ άƭƛōǊŀǊȅ [was] ǎƻ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘƭȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘέ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ17 
 
While the Clarks School Board approved the donation of the fiction collection to the new community library, initial progress 
on the new library was slow.18 The Library Board immediately placed the Odd Fellows building up for public sale but sale 
notices were still posted into late September; the building was finally moved in November. An unnamed architect was 
selected in August ς presumably Grabe & Helleberg ς to draw plans for the building which were not approved by James 
.ŜǊǘǊŀƳΣ /ŀǊƴŜƎƛŜΩǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ.19 The Board called for general contracting bids to be submitted, 
and in February 1918 the contract was let to J.F. Johnson of nearby Central City, and plumbing being subbed-out to John 
Pollard. Work was expected to commence once the weather allowed with the expectation of work being completed and 
the library opened by August 1.20 
 
Excavation of the site did not begin until May 2 aƴŘ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ WǳƴŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ άǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ 
ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƘŀƭǘΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƴƻǿ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ 
War I, the contractor signed up for ship building duty and was leaving the project.21 Given the late start on the project and 
the delay caused when Johnson halted construction, it is no surprised that the August 1 completion date was not met. By 
ŜŀǊƭȅ !ǳƎǳǎǘ άǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻŦ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ƻƴΣέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻŦ being completed at the end of the month.22 
 
The New Year ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀǎ мфмфΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ The Clarks Enterprise notified the community that 
the library waǎ ǎƻƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ, Friday, January 17, proved 
ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅέ ǿŀǎ 
reported the following week.23 ¢Ƙŀǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /larksville Township 
public library show that 5,861 books were borrowed curing 1820 (sic), or slightly over four books for each of the 1457 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ōƻŀǎǘŜŘ ǿŀǎ ǘǿƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǘŜ ƛƴ hƳŀƘŀΦ24 That number increased by 
1,903 the following year as 7,764 books were loaned with a difference of only eighteen between adult and juvenile volumes 
ς 3,841 to 3,823 ς and 142 new library cards were issued.25 To support and encourage adult reading in the community, an 
article by the Indianapolis City Librarian was ran supporting continued education through the public library ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƻƴŜΩǎ 
high school and college years.26 
 
As the ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƎǊŜǿΣ ǎƻ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛǘ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘΦ Lƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 1919 a weekly 
Saturday morning story hour for children was established.27 In October 1919 the Library Board voted to extend library 

                                                                    
16 ȰOdd Fellows Sell Site for Libraryȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), May 18, 1917. 
17 Ȱ#ÏÍÐÌÉÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ ÔÏ /ÕÒ 4Ï×Îȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), September 2, 1921. 
18 Ȱ3ÃÈÏÏÌ "ÏÁÒÄ -ÉÎÕÔÅÓȡ *ÕÎÅ ΣΣȟ ΣΫΣΩȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), June 22, 1917. Ȱ0ÕÂÌÉÃ 3ÁÌÅȟȱ The Clarks 

Enterpriseȟ ɉ#ÌÁÒËÓȟ .%Ɋȟ *ÕÎÅ ΤΤȟ ΣΫΣΩȢ Ȱ0ÕÂÌÉÃ 3ÁÌÅȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), September 21, 1917. 
Ȱ#ÁÒÎÅÇÉÅ #ÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ !ÐÐÒÏÖÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ 0ÌÁÎÓȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), December 21, 1917. 

19 (Untitled), The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), August 10, 1917. Ȱ#ÁÒÎÅÇÉÅ #ÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ !ÐÐÒÏÖÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ 0ÌÁÎÓȟȱ The 
Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), December 21, 1917. 

20 Ȱ"ÏÁÒÄ ,ÅÔÓ #ÏÎÔÒÁÃÔ ÆÏÒ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), February 22, 1918. 
21 ȰBegin Work on New Township Libraryȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), May 3, 1918. (Untitled), The Clarks 

Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), June 7, 1918. (Untitled), The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), July 12, 1918. 
22 (Untitled), The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), August 9, 1918. (Untitled), The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), August 23, 

1918. 
23 Ȱ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ /ÐÅÎ ÆÏÒ 5ÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÕÂÌÉÃȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, ɉ#ÌÁÒËÓȟ .%Ɋȟ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ Υȟ ΣΫΣΫȢ Ȱ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ .Ï× /ÐÅÎȟȱ The 

Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), January 17, 1919. ȰTownship Library Running Smoothlyȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, 
(Clarks, NE), January 24, 1919. 

24 (Untitled), The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), February 25, 1921. Ȱ0ÕÂÌÉÃ 5ÓÅÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ,ȱ The Clarks Enterprise, 
(Clarks, NE), March 11, 1921. 

25 Ȱ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ,ȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), February 3, 1922. 
26 #ÈÁÒÌÅÓ %Ȣ 2ÕÓÈȟ Ȱ%ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ -ÕÓÔ .ÏÔ "Å #ÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ %ÎÄÅÄ 7ÉÔÈ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ 'ÒÁÄÕÁÔÉÏÎȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, 

NE), September 17, 1926. 
27 (Untitled),  The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), September 26, 1919. 
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privileges beyond the boundaries of the Clarksville Township with annual paid subscriptions for individuals and families.28 
Throughout thŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ Ǌŀƴ ŜȄǘƻƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ΨǘǊŀǾŜƭΩ ǘƻ ŜȄƻǘƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ 
during the long Nebraska wiƴǘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ άŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ŦƛƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ 
όǎƛŎύΦέ29 
 
While the Clarks Township Carnegie Library was not officially operating during the First World War, the connection 
between literature and soldiers was not lost on the new library. During the War, libraries across the country collected 
books to create field libraries for the Allied Expeditionary Force in Europe. In Clarks, the school library organized this effort 
as the township was still awaiting approval from Carnegie of their architectural plans.30 With war surpassing the three-year 
mark, the concept as a library or other public building as a memorial to those who fought and died during the war began to 
take shape: 

ά²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŘŜǾŜlopment of community life, a more intimate intermingling of the 
people, and there is no greater or better method than the facilities offered by the town or village hall. A well-
designed village hall or library will admirably serve the purposes of a memorial and provide for all the people a 
constant reminder of the purposes of its ŜǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦέ31  
 

While there is no documentation to suggest the Clarksville Township Carnegie Library was built with the idea of it serving as 
a memorial to the soldiers of the Great War, it was built with the matching ideal of bettering the community and its people. 
After the war there was a greater demand for public libraries as returning soldiers desired to continue the reading habits 
they acquired from the field libraries, and many libraries saw it as their patriotic duty to serve those who had recently 
served overseas.32 If servicemen were not using the library for literary pursuits, the library still found a way to serve them. 
In Clarks the basement Lecture Room was used as meeting space to form the Local Chapter of the American Legion and 
hosted routine meetings thereafter.33 
 
Two decades into its existence ς and in the midst of the Great Depression ς the Clarksville Township Carnegie Library 
continued to be highly patronized by citƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΥ ά¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ōƻǘƘ 
in town and rural schools have aided in circulation by urging their pupils to borrow books, thus supplementing materials 
provided by their own districts and in some cases tƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ 
roughly 50 percent of the 734 library card holders at the close of 1939.34 Four years laterΣ άaƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ рл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ of the 
circulation of the 5,342 books in the year is among the readers of grade ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōƻǊǊƻǿŜǊǎΣέ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ35 Over the decades numerous school classes would visit the library for children to learn how the 
library came to be, how it operated, and to explore the building.36 The annual practice continued through the 1960s with 
ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ άŎƻƳǇƛƭƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ hǳǊ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ¢ƻ ¦ǎΦΩέ37 
 
In addition to routine American Legion meetings, various groups and organizations utilized the Lecture Room of the 
Township Library and served as a polling place during local elections.38 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƛǘǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ άŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ 

                                                                    
28 ȰLibrary Noticeȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), October 17, 1919. 
29 Ȱ/ÕÒ 0ÌÁÙÇÒÏÕÎÄȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), January 31, 1919. Ȱ'ÏÎÅ ÔÏ 2Å×ÁÒÄȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, 

(Clarks, NE), August 15, 1919. 
30 ȰHave You a Book for the Army Boyȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), August 31, 1917. 
31 Ȱ)Ó ÔÈÅ "ÅÓÔ 7ÁÒ -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), December 14, 1917. 
32 Ȱ.ÅÅÄ ÆÏÒ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ 7ÏÒËȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), April 4, 1919. 
33 ȰNotice to Soldiers, Sailors, and Marinesȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), October 13, 1919. 
34 Ȱ/ÕÒ 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÉÓ 0ÏÐÕÌÁÒȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), January 12, 1940. 
35 Ȱ,ÏÃÁÌ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ 3ÅÒÖÅÓ -ÁÎÙ 0ÁÔÒÏÎÓȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), January 14, 1944. 
36 Ȱ3ÃÈÏÏÌ .ÏÔÅÓȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), December 5, 1947. Ȱ3ÃÈÏÏÌ .Å×Óȟȱ The Clarks News, (Clarks, NE), 

May 7, 1959. 
37 Ȱ%ÉÇÈÔÈ 'ÒÁÄÅÒÓ ÔÏ 3ÐÏÎÓÏÒ 3ÈÏ×ȡ 3ÅÃÏÎÄ 'ÒÁÄÅȟȱ The Clarks News, (Clarks, NE), April 23, 1964. 
38 Ȱ0ÁÒÔÉÅÓ #ÁÕÃÕÓ ÁÎÄ .ÁÍÅ 4ÉÃËÅÔÓȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), March 28, 1919. Ȱ#ÈÁÕÔÁÕÑÕÁ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ,ÁÓÔ 
&ÒÉÄÁÙ %ÖÅÎÉÎÇȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), June 27, 1919. Ȱ.ÏÔÉÃÅ ÏÆ %ÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, 
NE), March 19, 1920. Ȱ"ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ-ÅÎȭÓ ɉÓÉÃɊ #ÁÕÃÕÓȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), March 26, 1920. 
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ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǇǊƻǇŜǊέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ άŘƛǎŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
miscellaneoǳǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǳǊƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ 
ladies rest room.39 ¢ƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ мфнм ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ άǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭȅ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘΧǿƛǘƘ ǊǳƎǎΣ ŎƘŀƛǊǎΣ 
tables, and lounge for the pleasǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΦ40 Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƴƎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ άǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 
ǊŜŎƭŀƛƳόŜŘύ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ again being held in the library 
basement.41 Meetings ranged from planning meetings for a new city park, to the Royal Neighbors, and the 4-H Sewing 
Club.42 It is unclear, however, how band practice in the basement was not considered a disturbance to the library proper.43 
 
¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ /ƭŀǊƪǎǾƛƭƭŜ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ άΧǎǇƭŜƴŘƛŘ ƭƛbrary building filled with good wholesome reading 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ōƻƻƪǎΣ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎΦέ44 While the Library Board was largely responsible for purchasing new titles, 
the public also made ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ aǊǎΦ !Φ5Φ tŜǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ hƳŀƘŀ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ /ƭŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ άōŜŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ 
donated 135 books covering a range of subjects.45 And the library considered itself, άUnder obligation to the family of the 
ƭŀǘŜ WƻƘƴ .Ǌŀǘǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŎƻǇȅέ ƻŦ .ǊŀǘǘΩǎ ŀǳǘƻōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ōƻǘƘ entertaining and valuable 
historically.46 [ƻŎŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ƭǳō ōŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
library.47 Another welcome addition to, άWhat is generally considered the ideal community institution, the public libraryέ 
ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘ ƻŦ !ƴŘǊŜǿ /ŀǊƴŜƎƛŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊƴŜƎƛŜ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƛƭŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƛǎǘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘΦ48 Beyond 
books and magazines, the library was also one of two places in town where one could find the Daily Legislative Journal to 
keep the people of the township informed of the happenings in Lincoln, along with the weekly The Clarks Enterprise.49 
 
The library was also home to two unique shelves, housing books given with specific intent. In 1960 a new book shelf was 
given to the library by Miss Lelia Morrman to hold books donated in memory of a lost loved one.50 The Research Club, ever 
supportive of the library, donated two books the following year in memory of former members.51 {ƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
committee of the local Farm Bureau group donateŘ ǇŀǘǊƛƻǘƛŎ ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƻ ŀ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ .ƻƻƪ {ƘŜƭŦ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ά¸ƻǳǊ 
wǳƎƎŜŘ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ά¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ CǊŜŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅΦέ52 
 
Clarks Public Library 
In 2001 ownership of the library was transferred from the township to the Village of Clarks and renamed the Clarks Public 
Library. From the early 1990s until 2010, the basement meeting room was used to house a community pre-school facility. 
Today it hosts a variety of activities for the community including the summer reading program, monthly Lego Club, and 
holiday special events.  Volunteers remain essential and have formed a Friends of the Library group to promote the library 
and undertake fundraising efforts beyond what is provided for the operating budget by the VillŀƎŜΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǘŀȄ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
The library continues to stay relevant in the community offering free computer use and Wi-Fi access, in addition to the 

                                                                    
39 (Untitled), The Clarks Enterprise, ɉ#ÌÁÒËÓȟ .%Ɋȟ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ΤΦȟ ΣΫΤΡȢ Ȱ4Ï×Î -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ 7ÅÌÌ !ÔÔÅÎÄÅÄȟȱ The Clarks 

Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), March 4, 1921. 
40 Ȱ4ÈÅ ,ÁÄÉÅÓȭ 2ÅÓÔ 2ÏÏÍȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), June 3, 1921. 
41 Ȱ!ÎÎÕÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÌÁÒËÓÖÉÌÌÅ 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐȡ -ÁÒÃÈ Ψȟ ΣΫΤΥȢȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), January 25, 1924. 
Ȱ.ÏÔÉÃÅȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), !ÐÒÉÌ Ωȟ ΣΫΤΤȢ Ȱ4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐ "ÏÁÒÄ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, 
NE), March 9, 1923. Ȱ#ÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅÓ 7ÅÒÅ #ÈÏÓÅÎȟȱ The Clarks News, September 10, 1964. 

42 Ȱ0ÁÒË 0ÌÁÎÓ 0ÒÏÇÒÅÓÓÉÎÇȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), April 23, 1937. Ȱ2ÏÙÁÌ .ÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÓ -ÅÅÔȟȱ The Clarks 
Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), July 3, 1952. (Untitled), The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), August 6, 1937. 

43 (ÁÎÓ -Ȣ +ÏËÊÅÒȟ Ȱ3ÐÏËÅÎ 7ÉÔÈ &ÌÏ×ÅÒÓȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), April 24, 1925. 
44 (Untitled), The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), June 13, 1924. 
45 (Untitled), The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), October 21, 1921. 
46 Ȱ)Î 0ÉÏÎÅÅÒ $ÁÙÓȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), November 11, 1921. 
47 (Untitled), The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), December 18, 1936. 
48 Ȱ/ÕÒ #ÁÒÎÅÇÉÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÔÏ 2ÅÃÅÉÖÅ 0ÏÒÔÒÁÉÔȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), October 25, 1935. 
49 Ȱ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ $ÁÉÌÙ *ÏÕÒÎÁÌ ÁÔ 0ÏÌÌÁÒÄȭÓ ÈÁÒÄ×ÁÒÅ ÁÎÄ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȟȱ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), January 18, 

1951. 
50 'ÉÖÅÓ "ÏÏË 3ÈÅÌÆ ÔÏ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȟȱ The Clarks News, (Clarks, NE), October 6, 1960. 
51 Ȱ#ÌÕÂÓ Ǫ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇÓȡ 2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ #ÌÕÂȟȱ The Clarks News, (Clarks, NE), February 23, 1961. 
52 5ÎÓÕÒÅ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ "ÏÏËÓ 3ÈÅÌÆ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÅÄ ÂÙȟ ΣΫΨΦ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅ ÉÎ #ÌÁÒËÓȭ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÔÅÎ ÂÏÏËÓȠ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅ ÉÎ 

Central City ÈÁÄ ÅÌÅÖÅÎȢ Ȱ&ÒÅÅÄÏÍ 3ÈÅÌÆ ÉÎ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÏÆ &ÁÒÍ "ÕÒÅÁÕȟȱ The Clarks News, (Clarks, NE), May 7, 1964. 
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traditional periodicals and texts. Editions of The Clarks Enterprise newspaper and Clarks High School yearbooks are available 
digitally and the library is the archive for the notes and minutes from now defunct groups from across the community 
ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ.    
 
Multiple Property Document: Nebraska Carnegie Libraries, 1902-1922 
The Clarksville Township Carnegie Library meets the registration requirements ŦƻǊ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άNebraska Carnegie 
Libraries, 1902-1922έ aǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ CƻǊƳΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƭŀǊƪǎǾƛƭƭŜ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ /ŀǊƴŜƎƛŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ άfacilitated access 
to books and other printed materials to sparsely populated areas of the state and allowed new groups of people access to 
such materials.έ53 
 
Conclusion 
The Clarksville Township Carnegie Library has stood the test of time as a significant part of the efforts of the Clarks 
community to provide for its own for over 100 years.  The Library has been a hub of the community from the first 
applications to the Carnegie Foundation for funding to petitions to the Village Board and Township Board asking for 
resolutions of support through present programs. The library has been especially supportive of the young people of the 
community with volunteers establishing the Library as an institution of the people. It is significant at the local level for its 
continuous use for and promotion of education in the Village of Clarks and Clarksville Township from its opening in 1919 
through present.    
 

 
Beardsley, George to James Bertram, letter, 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΤΧȟ ΣΫΣΨȟ ÁÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÉÎ Ȱ! #ÏÏËȭÓ "ÏÏËȡ ! #ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 
2ÅÃÉÐÅÓ ÂÙ #ÌÁÒËÓ &ÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȟȱ +ÅÁÒÎÅÙȟ .%ȡ -ÏÒÒÉÓ 0ÒÅÓÓ #ÏÏËÂÏÏËÓȟ ΤΡΡΤȢ 

 
Bertram, James to George Beardsley, letter, September 28ȟ ΣΫΣΨȟ ÁÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÉÎ Ȱ! #ÏÏËȭÓ "ÏÏËȡ A Collection of 

Recipes by CÌÁÒËÓ &ÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȟȱ Kearney, NE: Morris Press Cookbooks, 2002. 
 
DǊŀōŜ ϧ IŜƭƭŜōŜǊƎ !ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǎΣ ά{ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ tǳōƭƛŎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ /ƭŀǊƪǎΣ bŜōǊΦέ Wƻō bƻΦ тлΣ Columbus, NE: January 

18, 1918. 
 
Wilson, [ŀǳǊŀΣ άNebraska Carnegie Libraries, 1902-мфннΣέ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ tƭŀŎŜǎ aǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 

Documentation Form, National Register # 100002163, February 21, 2018. 
 
The Clarks Enterprise ς Clarks, NE 
Ȱ,ÏÃÁÌ -ÅÎÔÉÏÎÓȟȱ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ΣΩȟ ΣΪΫΫȢ 
(Untitled) , March 1, 1901. 
Ȱ.Å×Ó ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 7ÅÅËȟȱ *ÕÌÙ Φȟ ΣΫΡΦ. 
Ȱ,ÏÃÁÌ #ÌÁÔÔÅÒȟȱ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ΥΡȟ ΣΫΣΦȢ 
Ȱ3ÃÈÏÏÌ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ 7ÁÓ (ÅÌÄ -ÏÎÄÁÙȟȱ *ÕÎÅ ΣΪȟ ΣΫΣΧȢ 
ȰDo We Appreciate the School Libraryȟȱ October 1, 1915. 
Ȱ3ÃÈÏÏÌ .ÏÔÅÓȟȱ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ΤΥȟ ΣΫΣΩȢ 
Ȱ#ÌÁÒËÓÖÉÌÌÅ 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐ 4ÁËÅÓ )ÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ 3ÔÅÐȟȱ -ÁÒÃÈ Ϋȟ ΣΫΣΩȢ 
Ȱ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ "ÏÁÒÄ 'ÅÔÓ !ÎÓ×ÅÒ ÔÏ 2ÅÑÕÅÓÔȟȱ -ÁÙ ΣΪȟ ΣΫΣΩȢ 
Ȱ/ÄÄ &ÅÌÌÏ×Ó 3ÅÌÌ 3ÉÔÅ ÆÏÒ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȟȱ -ÁÙ ΣΪȟ ΣΫΣΩȢ 
 Ȱ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ "ÏÁÒÄ 3ÅÅËÓ /ÄÄ &ÅÌÌÏ×Ó #ÏÒÎÅÒȟȱ -ÁÙ ΤΧȟ ΣΫΣΩȢ 
Ȱ3ÃÈÏÏÌ "ÏÁÒÄ -ÉÎÕÔÅÓȡ *ÕÎÅ ΣΣȟ ΣΫΣΩȟȱ *ÕÎÅ ΤΤȟ ΣΫΣΩȢ  

                                                                    
53 ,ÁÕÒÁ 7ÉÌÓÏÎȟ Ȱ.ÅÂÒÁÓËÁ #ÁÒÎÅÇÉÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÉÅÓȟ ΣΫΡΤ-ΣΫΤΤȟȱ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 2ÅÇÉÓÔÅÒ ÏÆ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ 0ÌÁÃÅÓ -ÕÌÔÉÐÌÅ 0ÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ 

Documentation Form, (National Register # 100002163), February 21, 2018, F-2. 
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Ȱ0ÕÂÌÉÃ 3ÁÌÅȟȱ *une 22, 1917.  
(Untitled), August 10, 1917.  
Ȱ(ÁÖÅ 9ÏÕ Á "ÏÏË ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ !ÒÍÙ "ÏÙȟȱ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ΥΣȟ ΣΫΣΩȢ 
 Ȱ#ÏÍÐÌÉÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ ÔÏ /ÕÒ 4Ï×Îȟȱ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ Τȟ ΣΫΤΣȢ 
 Ȱ0ÕÂÌÉÃ 3ÁÌÅȟȱ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΤΣȟ ΣΫΣΩȢ  
 Ȱ)Ó ÔÈÅ "ÅÓÔ 7ÁÒ -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌȟȱ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ΣΦȟ ΣΫΣΩȢ 
Ȱ#ÁÒÎÅÇÉÅ #ÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ !ÐÐÒÏÖÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ 0ÌÁÎÓȟȱ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ΤΣȟ ΣΫΣΩȢ 
Ȱ"ÏÁÒÄ ,ÅÔÓ #ÏÎÔÒÁÃÔ ÆÏÒ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȟȱ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ΤΤȟ ΣΫΣΪȢ 
Ȱ"ÅÇÉÎ 7ÏÒË ÏÎ .Å× 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȟȱ -ÁÙ Υȟ ΣΫΣΪȢ  
(Untitled), The Clarks Enterprise, June 7, 1918.  
(Untitled), The Clarks Enterprise, July 12, 1918. 
(Untitled), The Clarks Enterprise, August 9, 1918.  
(Untitled), The Clarks Enterprise, August 23, 1918. 
Ȱ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ /ÐÅÎ ÆÏÒ 5ÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÕÂÌÉÃȟȱ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ Υȟ ΣΫΣΫȢ  
Ȱ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ .Ï× /ÐÅÎȟȱ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ΣΩȟ ΣΫΣΫȢ  
Ȱ4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ 2ÕÎÎÉÎÇ 3ÍÏÏÔÈÌÙȟȱ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ΤΦȟ ΣΫΣΫȢ 
Ȱ/ÕÒ 0ÌÁÙÇÒÏÕÎÄȟȱ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ΥΣȟ ΣΫΣΫȢ  
Ȱ0ÁÒÔÉÅÓ #ÁÕÃÕÓ ÁÎÄ .ÁÍÅ 4ÉÃËÅÔÓȟȱ -ÁÒÃÈ ΤΪȟ ΣΫΣΫȢ  
 Ȱ.ÅÅÄ ÆÏÒ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ 7ÏÒËȟȱ April 4, 1919. 
Ȱ'ÏÎÅ ÔÏ 2Å×ÁÒÄȟȱ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ΣΧȟ ΣΫΣΫȢ 
(Untitled), September 26, 1919. 
Ȱ.ÏÔÉÃÅ ÔÏ 3ÏÌÄÉÅÒÓȟ 3ÁÉÌÏÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒÉÎÅÓȟȱ October 3, 1919. 
 Ȱ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ .ÏÔÉÃÅȟȱ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ΣΩȟ ΣΫΣΫȢ 
 Ȱ#ÈÁÕÔÁÕÑÕÁ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ,ÁÓÔ &ÒÉÄÁÙ %ÖÅÎÉÎÇȟȱ *ÕÎÅ ΤΩȟ ΣΫΣΫȢ 
Ȱ.ÏÔÉÃÅ ÏÆ %ÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȟȱ -ÁÒÃÈ ΣΫȟ ΣΫΤΡȢ  
Ȱ"ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ-ÅÎȭÓ ɉÓÉÃɊ #ÁÕÃÕÓȟȱ -ÁÒÃÈ ΤΨȟ ΣΫΤΡȢ 
(Untitled), December 24, 1920.  
(Untitled), February 25, 1921.  
Ȱ4Ï×Î -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ 7ÅÌÌ !ÔÔÅÎÄÅÄȟȱ -ÁÒÃÈ Φȟ ΣΫΤΣȢ 
Ȱ0ÕÂÌÉÃ 5ÓÅÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȟȱ -ÁÒÃÈ ΣΣȟ ΣΫΤΣȢ 
Ȱ4ÈÅ ,ÁÄÉÅÓȭ 2ÅÓÔ 2ÏÏÍȟȱ *ÕÎÅ Υȟ ΣΫΤΣȢ 
(Untitled), October 21, 1921. 
Ȱ)Î 0ÉÏÎÅÅÒ $ÁÙÓȟȱ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ΣΣȟ ΣΫΤΣȢ 
 Ȱ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ 2ÅÐÏÒÔȟȱ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ Υȟ ΣΫΤΤȢ 
Ȱ.ÏÔÉÃÅȟȱ !ÐÒÉÌ Ωȟ ΣΫΤΤȢ  
Ȱ4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐ "ÏÁÒÄ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇȟȱ -ÁÒÃÈ Ϋȟ ΣΫΤΥȢ 
Ȱ!ÎÎÕÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÌÁÒËÓÖÉÌÌÅ 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐȡ -ÁÒÃÈ Ψȟ ΣΫΤΥȢȱ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ΤΧȟ ΣΫΤΦȢ 
(Untitled), June 13, 1924. 
(ÁÎÓ -Ȣ +ÏËÊÅÒȟ Ȱ3ÐÏËÅÎ 7ÉÔÈ &ÌÏ×ÅÒÓȟȱ !ÐÒÉÌ ΤΦȟ ΣΫΤΧȢ 
#ÈÁÒÌÅÓ %Ȣ 2ÕÓÈȟ Ȱ%ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ -ÕÓÔ .ÏÔ "Å #ÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ %ÎÄÅÄ 7ÉÔÈ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ 'ÒÁÄÕÁÔÉÏÎȟȱ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΣΩȟ ΣΫΤΨȢ 
Ȱ/ÕÒ #ÁÒÎÅÇÉÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÔÏ 2ÅÃÅÉÖÅ 0ÏÒÔÒÁÉÔȟȱ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ΤΧȟ ΣΫΥΧȢ 
(Untitled), December 18, 1936. 
Ȱ0ÁÒË 0ÌÁÎÓ 0ÒÏÇÒÅÓÓÉÎÇȟȱ !ÐÒÉÌ ΤΥȟ ΣΫΥΩȢ  
(Untitled), August 6, 1937. 
Ȱ/ÕÒ 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÉÓ 0ÏÐÕÌÁÒȟȱ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ΣΤȟ ΣΫΦΡȢ 
Ȱ,ÏÃÁÌ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ 3ÅÒÖÅÓ -ÁÎÙ 0ÁÔÒÏÎÓȟȱ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ΣΦȟ ΣΫΦΦȢ 
Ȱ3ÃÈÏÏÌ .ÏÔÅÓȟȱ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ Χȟ ΣΫΦΩȢ  
 
The Clarks News ɀ Clarks, NE 
Ȱ2ÏÙÁÌ .ÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÓ -ÅÅÔȟȱ *ÕÌÙ Υȟ ΣΫΧΤȢ  
Ȱ3ÃÈÏÏÌ .Å×Óȟȱ -ÁÙ Ωȟ ΣΫΧΫȢ 
Ȱ%ÉÇÈÔÈ 'ÒÁÄÅÒÓ ÔÏ 3ÐÏÎÓÏÒ 3ÈÏ×ȡ 3ÅÃÏÎÄ 'ÒÁÄÅȟȱ !ÐÒÉÌ ΤΥȟ ΣΫΨΦȢ 
 Ȱ#ÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅÓ 7ÅÒÅ #ÈÏÓÅÎȟȱ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΣΡȟ ΣΫΨΦȢ 
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Ȱ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ $ÁÉÌÙ *ÏÕÒÎÁÌ ÁÔ 0ÏÌÌÁÒÄȭÓ ÈÁÒÄ×ÁÒÅ ÁÎÄ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȟȱ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ΣΪȟ ΣΫΧΣȢ 
'ÉÖÅÓ "ÏÏË 3ÈÅÌÆ ÔÏ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȟȱ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ Ψȟ ΣΫΨΡȢ 
Ȱ#ÌÕÂÓ Ǫ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇÓȡ 2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ #ÌÕÂȟȱ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ΤΥȟ ΣΫΨΣȢ 
Ȱ&ÒÅÅÄÏÍ 3ÈÅÌÆ ÉÎ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÏÆ &ÁÒÍ "ÕÒÅÁÕȟȱ -ÁÙ Ωȟ ΣΫΨΦȢ 
 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

  preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR  67 has been requested)   State Historic Preservation Office 

  previously listed in the National Register   Other State agency 

  previously determined eligible by the National Register   Federal agency 

  designated a National Historic Landmark   Local government 

  recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #   University 

  recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #   Other (Name of repository) 

  recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #    

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): MK04-002 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

 
Legal Description: 1 14 5 O.T. CLARKS PT LOTS 7 & 8 BLK 13 19-75CV; Parcel ID: 0001173.00 
The nominated parcel is bounded on the south by West Amity Street, east by North Green Street, and to the north and east 
by adjacent residential properties.  
 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

 
The nominated boundary contains all land historically associated with the Clarksville Township Public Library. 
 

11.  Form Prepared By 

name/title Barb Church / Village Clerk 

organization Village of Clarks date November 25, 2020 

street & number 209 North Green Street telephone 308-548-2412 

city or town Clarks state NE zip code 68628 

email clerk@clarks.net 

 

 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property Less than 1 USGS Quadrangle Clarks, NE (2017) 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 

Datum if other than WGS84:   

1. Latitude 41.216737 Longitude -97.838119  

2. Latitude  Longitude   

3. Latitude  Longitude   

4. Latitude  Longitude   
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CƛƎǳǊŜ нΥ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ WŀƳŜǎ .ŜǊǘǊŀƳΩǎ Notes on Library Buildings. CƭƻƻǊǇƭŀƴ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ /ƭŀǊƪǎΩ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŘ 

box; slight variation in stairwell from plan above. 
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Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels (minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi 
(pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must 
correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed 
ƻƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƭƻƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘΦ 
 
Photo Log 

Name of Property Clarksville Township Carnegie Library 

City or Vicinity Clarks County Merrick State Nebraska 

Photographer David L. Calease / NeSHPO Date Photographed December 11, 2019 

 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera.54  

 
Image 1: Clarksville Township Carnegie Library, exterior, from intersection of Green and Amity streets; view northwest. 

 
 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 

                                                                    
54 The streets of Clarks run in a northwest-southeast and southwest-northeast direction. As such, the building is square 
to the street, technically facing southeast. For ease and clarity of describing the resource, the southeast side will be 
ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÁÓ ȬÓÏÕÔÈȭ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÆÁëÁÄÅ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÄÊÕÓÔÅÄ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇÌÙȢ 
























